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Abstract
The post-industrial era has left textile mills program-
less and isolated from their towns, leaving these 
monuments in ruination.  The villages surrounding 
these mill have began to decay as a part of the 
process of the mill closing. In search of a thriving 
economy, inhabitants of the town leave for oppor-
tunity elsewhere.  This thesis explores a method of 
reviving a mill town by re-adapting the textile mill 
and injecting a transnational economic system into 
the town.   
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Lindale, Georgia is located in the foothills of the 
Appalachian Mountains and is a town generated 
by the production of denim in a local textile mill.  In 
1890, the textile mill was constructed in the heart 
of Lindale, generating urban growth in the form of 
villages around the mill site.  Running along the 
site are industrial railroad tracks that have interact-
ed with the site since the construction of the mill.  
This relationship with the industrial railroad tracks 
physically connects the site to major surrounding 
cities allowing for the movement of material across 
the southeast.  During major years of production, 
shops and amenities sprang up all around the site 
as the town built itself up from the mill site.  It was 
at this time that the community became close knit 
and participated in traditions such as hanging the 
Lindale Star between the mill’s smoke stacks.  The 
catalyzed urban growth from the mill put Lindale on 
the map until the outsourcing of production and then 
Chapter 1 _ Lindale,  Georgia
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closing in 2001.  Since closing, most of the mill has 
been rapidly disassembled and sold off as brick for 
private houses outside of the community.  Very few 
sections of the mill still exist on the site, making the 
site seem to be a ghostly memorial of the past when 
the mill was once a powerhouse.1  Along with the 
destruction of the mill, community traditions have 
less people attending and neighbors have become 
strangers.  Demolition of any more of the buildings 
on the site would further lose the identity of the 
town.  The site must be preserved to keep the towns 
identity intact and for future generations to under-
stand the history of their town. 
1 Wrenn, Tony P., Elizabeth D. Mulloy, and National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. America’s Forgotten Architecture. NY: Pantheon 
Books, 1976. pg. 182
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Figure_01 Lindale, Georgia
04
Figure_02 Monumental Stacks
05
Figure_03 107 Years
06Chapter 2 _ Circumstances of  Ruinat ion
Lindale has lost its urban core, the Pepperell tex-
tile mill, causing the entire town to sit stagnant for 
years.  Without the mill operating, the people of 
Lindale are forced to look outside of the community 
for jobs. There is nothing in the town as of now to 
attract people or businesses, keeping the town on 
a downward slope to being abandoned.  The only 
additions to the town in years have been two Dollar 
stores that have been placed within a mile of each 
other.  Lindale sits quietly within the foothills of the 
Appalachian mountains waiting for its urban core to 
be reactivated or face further ruination of the town’s 
urbanism. 
07Chapter 3 _ Hyperloop
To revitalize the town of Lindale, there has to be a 
form of rapid transportation linking the town to major 
cities such as Nashville or Atlanta in order to flow 
capital into the town.  The proposed system is a 
transnational hyperloop, (see figure 04), that spans 
from Montreal to Miami.  Lindale becomes a hub 
from which the loop pauses and pivots in order to 
send passengers to other cities.  The pause of the 
loop in Lindale allows for a new type of urbanism 
to occur where people from all across the nation 
are quickly coming together in a rural area to spend 
money and leave for another destination.  Lindale is 
ideal for such a station because of the undeveloped 
spaces and the need for an economic core.  Plac-
ing a main station in a city such as Atlanta would 
require too much infrastructure to be changed com-
pared to a quick installation of infrastructure in a 
nowhere town.  
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Figure_04 Transnational Loop
09Chapter 4 _ Modern Mi l l
The Lindale mill is used for filming post apocalyp-
tic films because of how it sits in ruination today.  
During the times when the mill is not being used in a 
movie production, it is removed from everyday ac-
tivity of the people of Lindale.  The urban core that 
used to be surrounded by businesses, shops, and 
amenities is now a programless site to the people.  
This thesis looks at re-adapting the mill in its current 
state into a quiet attraction for people across the 
nation.  The mill will become a museum for modern 
art while hosting other amenities such as a restau-
rant, bar, and coffee shop.  By shifting the mill into 
an art museum, it becomes an attraction of a quiet 
and slow space that reflects the town in which it sits. 
Keeping the palimpsest quality of the spaces in-
stead of painting over the past, keeps the memories 
locked within the mill itself as tourists wonder the 
halls of artwork.  The remaining pieces of machin-
ery left in the rooms become art themselves as their 
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functions change from production to aesthetic.  Pro-
duction in the mill comes back to life with two floors 
of the building dedicated to artist workspace where 
steel is crafted and paint collides with canvas.  “It is 
ideal to preserve this monument for educating fu-
ture generations of what these places represent and 
how they have changed over time.”1  The smoke 
stack building that holds the identity of Lindale will 
be turned into a historical museum to remind peo-
ple of how the site once functioned.  The spaces 
must be preserved as they are in order to keep the 
rusting quality of the spaces that cannot be recre-
ated.  The paint peeling from walls and scratches 
along the floors hold memories of the spaces.  The 
ghostly qualities of the mill spaces are what make it 
a destination for exploration.  The following renders, 
(figures 05 through 09), depict these spaces as a 
modern art museum.  
1 Hardy, Hugh. “The Romance of Abandonment: Industrial Parks.” 
Places, 2005, 32-37. Accessed November 15, 2016. http://escholarship.
org/uc/item/5081z921.
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Figure_05 Gangway Walk
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Figure_06 Finishing Plant No. 1 
13
Figure_07 Spinning Room
14
Figure_08 Dye Range
15
Figure_09 Finishing Plant No. 2
16Chapter 5 _ Hyperloop Stat ion
The hyperloop station itself is to be used more than 
just a start and end point for the passengers of the 
hyperloop.  Using only the middle level for the ma-
neuvering of the hyperloop pods, the rest of the sta-
tion is to be used as multifunctional spaces. Much 
like Cedric Price’s Fun Palace, the station is to be a 
social interaction machine.1  These spaces include 
program such as education, businesses, hotel, and 
other amenities.  The idea of having so many types 
of nodes containing different programs housed 
under one roof, sprouts from Peter Cook’s Plug 
-in City.2  The education facility inside the station 
is to be used by locals to become educated about 
building and servicing the hyperloop.  Adjacent to 
the station is a large mill for making grain products, 
which is planned to be re-programmed as a space 
1 Mathews, Stanley. “The Fun Palace: Cedric Price’s Experiment 
in Architecture and Technology.” Technoetic Arts 3 (2005): 73-91. Ac-
cessed November 25, 2016. doi:10.1386/tear.3.2.73/1.
 
2 Cook, Peter. Archigram. New York: Praeger Publishers, 1973. 
Pg. 36
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for locals to work on the hyperloop.  The station 
and hyperloop will bring in the economy needed to 
make Lindale vital for the hyperloop.  In addition, 
the people of Lindale will be able to become experts 
on the hyperloop and obtain jobs within the town. 
The following images,(figures 10 and 11), depict the 
hyperloop station.
18
Figure_10 Hyperloop Station Program
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Figure_11 Hyperloop Station Elevation
20Chapter 6 _ Urban Program
After the mill had been built, the urban environment 
surrounding the site expanded and became denser 
with several types of program.  At this point in time, 
the mill itself contained many programs such as din-
ing, doctors, and dentists.  Other programs such as a 
movie theater, and other entertainment venues were 
located across the street from the mill for the town to 
use.  As time has progressed to present day, the mill 
has closed and all of the programs of entertainment 
surrounding it have disappeared.  Religion constantly 
swelled in the area as the mill shut down in stages.  
Hardly any businesses survived to the present day as 
most have shut down or moved out of the town.  The 
intervention of the hyperloop will attract program to 
the town, bringing entertainment, shops, and other 
amenities back.  Once again the people of Lindale 
will be able to enjoy their town and share it with trav-
eling guests. “Citizens should have a natural relation-
ship to the urban fabric they themselves had helped 
21
to create.”1 By reprogramming a secondary mill 
for people of Lindale to work in, the citizens will 
be able to help build back the fabric that has 
fallen apart over time. The following diagrams, 
(figures 11 through 14), show the changes in pro-
gram from the past to the future.
1  Banham, Reyner. Megastructure: Urban Futures of the Re-
cent past. New York: Harper and Row, 1976. 
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Figure_13 Present Day Program
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Figure_14 Future Program
25Chapter 7 _ Urban Revi ta l izat ion
Lindale can only be revived one step at a time 
throughout multiple phases of construction.  Begin-
ning the restoration, the three major interventions 
must occur.  These interventions are re-adapting 
the textile mill into a museum, installing the hyper-
loop, and converting another mill into a hyperloop 
work-station.  This first phase of construction will 
become the catalyst for other urban phases to oc-
cur as population changes due to the rise in people 
wanting to come to Lindale.  As phases continue to 
occur, a main street forms that leads to the mill site.  
The main street is filled with two to three story street 
front buildings in order to keep the feel of a smaller 
town.  Later phases include housing that develops 
along with the remainder of the main street.  In ad-
dition, a green way is added as a secondary route 
from the hyperloop station to the mill site itself.  The 
following images, (figures 15 through 24), show the 
phases on construction and views of the new devel-
opment.
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Figure_15 Phase 1
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Figure_16 Phase 2
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Figure_17 Phase 3
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Figure_18 Phase 4
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Figure_19 Phase 5
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Figure_20 Phase 6
32
Figure_21 Final Plan
33
Figure_22 Mixed Urbanism
34
Figure_23 Hyperloop Foot Hills
35
Figure_24 Main Street
36Chapter 8 _ Conclusions
The hyperloop will change how people travel across 
the nation, almost eliminating the need for other 
vehicles.  Traveling from Montreal to Lindale will 
be a trip of less than two hours.  Travellers will be 
able to take day trips across the country and still be 
home at night.  This will radically change the urban-
ism of a town surrounding the hyperloop.  The town 
of Lindale will become a hybrid mixture of people as 
folks from Montreal and other major cities begin to 
pour in for a quiet evening that cannot be obtained 
in the big city.  Now, instances of people from Miami 
hanging out at the local Ace Hardware will begin to 
occur as all types of people interact on a daily basis 
but while still keeping the town as it was.  This in-
tervention does not erase what Lindale is currently, 
but rather it invites outsiders to come be a part of 
the small town while their money helps restore it to 
a former day.  The design of the hyperloop brings 
travellers by the mill site to capture their attention 
37
with the smoke stacks before arriving at the station.  
Then, the design focuses on pulling people back to 
the mill site as it acts as the main attraction of the 
town where visitors are able to get quietness and 
relaxation. As visitors make their way back to the 
site, they are walking on axis with the smoke stacks 
as they walk down the new main street.  Using 
housing as a buffer, the urban design creates a gap 
between the new economic boom of the town and 
the quietness of the mill in an effort to keep the orig-
inal feel of the town. The following diagrams, (fig-
ures 25 through 34), visually depict the conclusions 
of the new urban plan of Lindale.  The new addition 
and existing structure of the mill can be seen in the 
following photographs, (figures 35 through 37).
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Figure_25 Pivot Town
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40
LINDALE
ATLANTABIRMINGHAM
NASHVILLE
TRIANGULATION OF MAJOR CITIESFigure_27 Triangulation of Major Cities
41
<R
A
ILROAD-RAILROAD-RAILROAD-
<HYPERLOOP-HYPERLOOP-HYPERLOOP-
VISUAL ATTRACTION
RAIL LINE RELATIONSHIP
PHYSICAL CONNECTION
Figure_28 Rail Line Relationship
42
 
 
HY
PE
RL
OOP
-HYPERLOOP-HYPERLOO
P-H
Y
P
E
R
LO
O
P-H
YPERLOOP-HYPERLOOP-HY
PER
LO
OP
-H
YP
ER
LO
O
P
-H
Y
PE
R-
Figure_29 Hybrid Urbanism
43
AXIAL PATH
Figure_30 Axial Path
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Figure_34 Mill Program
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Figure_35 Model Study 1
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Figure_36 Model Study 2
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Figure_37 Model Study 3
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